
When the Board and staff dened the MAG’s aspira�ons 
for 2015, we wanted the MAG to become a place for 
members of our community to gather to learn and to 
explore ideas about culture, heritage and community. All 
of us were inspired by that aspira�on, and in 2015 we 
took great leaps toward the achievement of it. In  
February we launched free admission to the MAG’s  
exhibits so that everyone could par�cipate.  
 
From November, 2014 to June we welcomed the  
organizing commi�ees for Walking With Our Sisters, a 
solemn and inspiring memorial to the over 1,700 missing 
and murdered Aboriginal women. In June we hosted the 
inspiring memorial ceremony. The project highlighted 
many issues that are faced by the Aboriginal community 
in Red Deer. We learned so much from the elders and the 
community members who gathered to support the cause 
and the project. I would like to extend a very special 
thank you to the many generous and commi�ed  
volunteers who put heart and soul into the Walking With 
Our Sisters project. You were all so very generous with 
your �me and energy. I thank elder Corky Larson‐
Jonasson for her wisdom and leadership throughout the 
project. 

During the summer, we hosted Kids Celebrate! , a lively 
and engaging exhibit from the Canadian Museum of 
History’s Children’s Museum. Highly interac�ve, the  
exhibit explored celebra�ons of different ethnic groups 
throughout the year. We offered ac�vi�es related to the 
exhibi�on every Tuesday, had many families who  
returned numerous �mes throughout the summer. 

In the fall we featured Crocky Rocky Prairie Fairy, a  
retrospec�ve of the work of printmaker Jim Westergard. 
We aligned the exhibi�on with the White Gallery’s  
exhibi�on of Jim’s Oddballs prints, and we had a joint 
opening event at both places. 

Our Collec�on Re‐ORG project got off to a good start, and 
with the help of some dedicated volunteers, we began to 
organize smaller artefacts into more compact storage 
containers. We began to plan for a major overhaul of the 
collec�on and the way it is stored. We developed a  
comprehensive plan and new layouts for the collec�on. 

The exterior of the building received a faceli�, with the 
cedar squares being replaced with colorful metal siding, 
and bright signage on the front of the building. 

I would like to thank all of the Board members who gave 
so generously of their �me and skills to guide the MAG 
into its new way of being. The staff worked incredibly 
hard to achieve the ambi�ous plans that we set, and I 
would like to thank them for their commitment,  
dedica�on, and pure hard work in making 2015 one of 
the MAG’s best years so far.  
 
Lorna Johnson,  
Executive Director,  
Red Deer Museum + Art Gallery 
 

As my term as President draws to a close, I would 
like to express my apprecia�on to the MAG’s Board 
and staff for taking the MAG closer to its goals.  The 
MAG changed drama�cally in 2015 and it was all 
posi�ve. 

We implemented free admission in order to make 
the MAG more accessible and invi�ng to our  
community as a des�na�on and a mee�ng place.  

We approved John Hull’s design for a faceli� to the 
building’s exterior, and were inspired by his  
sugges�on that we should envision an expanded 
building on this site. 

We opened our doors and our hearts to Walking 
with Our Sisters, and engaged with members of the 
First Na�ons community to bring awareness to the 
issue of missing and murdered Aboriginal women.  
Through that work, we learned a great deal about 
building community, about ac�vism, and how to 
facilitate the community’s needs for memory,  
ceremony, and the comfort of a welcoming social 
space. It has changed how the MAG will conduct its 
community ac�vi�es in the future. 

Our exhibi�on program highlighted our goals of 
crea�ng engaging experiences for families, and our 
ongoing goal of showcasing the ar�sts of Central 
Alberta. Our programs for school children and  
individuals with special needs exploded in 2015. We 
launched Art in the AM to support individuals with 
experiencing memory issues and their  
caregivers, as well as MiniMAG, for parents and tots. 

The MAG staff also achieved a breakthrough in the 
challenge of collec�on storage. They developed a 
long term plan for addressing some of the storage 
needs for the collec�on, and, by the end of 2015 had 
made signicant progress in crea�ng digital records, 
nding ways to store the collec�on more compactly, 
and in planning for compact storage. 

The MAG ended the year in a good nancial  
posi�on, thanks to support from the City of Red 
Deer, the Alberta Founda�on for the Arts, the  
Alberta Museums Associa�on, the Red Deer &  
District Community Founda�on, Kinsmen, Rotary, 
and many other sponsors and donors. 

Thank you to all of the staff and volunteers who 
helped the MAG to make a difference in our  
community in 2015. And thank you to all of our 
members for your ongoing support. 
 
 
 
Jeremy Moore  
President of the Board of Directors  
Red Deer Museum + Art Gallery 

2015 Consolidated Financial Statement 
Revenues   

Grants from The City of Red Deer $1,008,746 

Grants $112,930 

Admissions and programs $50,062 

Dona�ons $42,810 

Other $28,042 

Amor�za�on of deferred capital contribu�ons $6,444 

Bingo and casino $5,613 

Memberships $7,180 

Admin recovery $2,735 

Investment income $113 

Total Revenues  $1,264,675 

  

Expenditures   

Wages and benets $813,111 

Repairs and maintenance $126,160 

Supplies $72,113 

U�li�es $53,689 

Exhibits $40,108 

Adver�sing and Promo�on $38,972 

Office $21,571 

Facili�es and equipment rent $19,770 

Contract services $17,933 

Professional fees $14,810 

Amor�za�on $9,708 

Travel $5,194 

Memberships $1,964 

Insurance $2,023 

Interest and bank charges $1,525 

  

Total Expenditures  $1,238,651 

Excess of revenues over expenditures  $26,024 

Unrestricted net assets, beginning of year  $111,653 

Unrestricted net assets, end of year  $137,677 
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